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EMERGENCY CLOSINGS

The Superintendent may close the schools, dismiss students early or delay the opening of schools in the event of hazardous weather or other emergencies which threaten the safety or health of students or staff members.  It is understood that the Superintendent takes such action only after consultation with transportation and weather authorities.

In the event that the Superintendent/designee shortens the school day by no more than two hours due to hazardous weather, either at the beginning or the end of the given school day, that day will not be designated a calamity day.

Parents, students and staff members are informed early in each school year of the method of notification in the event of emergency closings or early dismissals.

Prior to September 1 of each year, the Board adopts a resolution specifying a contingency plan under which the students make up days the schools were closed because of calamity days.  These make-up days are beyond the number of calamity days provided for by law.

The contingency plan cannot in any way conflict with the collective bargaining agreement.

(permissive language)
The District may make up calamity days by increasing the length of one or more school days in increments of one-half hour.

(optional language)

The District may choose to make-up a maximum of three days via online lessons and/or blizzard bags. 

[Adoption date:]

LEGAL REFS.:
ORC
3313.48; 3313.481; 3313.482; 3313.88


3317.01


OAC
3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.:
EBC, Emergency/Safety Plans


ID, School Day

CONTRACT REFS.:
Teachers’ Negotiated Agreement


Support Staff Negotiated Agreement
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     NOTE:
State law defines a calamity as:


1.
a disease epidemic;


2.
hazardous weather conditions;


3.
inoperability of school buses or other necessary equipment;


4.
damage to a school building or


5.
other temporary circumstances because of a utility failure that renders a 



building unfit for use.


House Bill (HB) 36 of 2011 does two things. First, the bill restores the two calamity days lost under HB 1 of 2009 back to the previous five calamity days. Second, the bill permits school districts to make up the five days covered by its contingency plan by lengthening the remaining days in the school year in half-hour increments. The old provision of law permitted school districts to make up days in half-hour increments beyond those covered in their contingency plans.

House Bill (HB) 153 (Budget Bill) of 2011 gives districts the option of allowing students to makeup a maximum of three days via online lessons and/or blizzard bags. Policy language is not required, however, if a District chooses to participate in the program, it may want to consider adding optional policy language as well as regulation language setting forth what is required to be in the District’s plan that is submitted to ODE. The actual plan should not be included in the Board policy manual, but regulation language setting forth what must be included in the plan may be useful for informational purposes. 


THIS IS A REQUIRED POLICY
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