File:  EBCD-R

EMERGENCY CLOSINGS

In accordance with State law, the District may choose to make-up calamity days via online lessons. A plan for online lessons must be submitted to the Ohio Department of Education (ODE).  The plan must include:


1.
the number of days the District plans to make-up via online lessons (maximum of three);


2.
a statement requiring each classroom teacher to develop enough lesson plans to cover the number of make-up days specified in the plan;


3.
a statement requiring the District to make the lessons available to students on the District’s website as soon as practicable after school closure;


4.
a statement granting students a two-week period from the date of posting to complete the lesson;


5.
a statement specifying that teachers will grade the online lessons in the same manner as other lessons and that students may receive an incomplete or failing grade if the lesson is not completed on time;


6.
a statement allowing students to work on posted lessons at school after it reopens if the student does not have access to a computer at his/her residence.  The District may provide the student access to a computer before, during or after the regularly scheduled school day, or may provide a substantially similar paper lesson.  Students without access to a computer at home are granted two weeks from the date of reopening, rather than the date of posting to complete the lesson and

7.
a statement indicating whether the District will utilize blizzard bags in addition to posting classroom lessons online.  Blizzard bags are paper copies of the online lessons. If the District uses blizzard bags, teachers must also prepare paper copies of the online lessons, and the Board’s plan to ODE must specify the method of distributing the blizzard bags, which may include distribution by a set deadline or distribution prior to an anticipated school closure. 

The District must also secure written consent of the teachers’ union.  The Board then submits the plan along with a copy of the teachers’ union consent to ODE by the deadline specified under State law. 

(Approval date:)

File:  DN

SCHOOL PROPERTIES DISPOSAL

The Board believes that the efficient administration of the District requires the disposition of property and goods no longer necessary for the maintenance of the educational program or the operation of the District.

The Board recognizes that most unused property of the District has value and that it may be practical to retain such property for a period of time.  Once property is no longer needed for school purposes currently or in the future, it should be slated for disposal at the Superintendent’s discretion.  State law governs the retention and method of disposal of the Board’s property.  Therefore, the Board follows the procedures required by the various statutes governing the disposal of real or personal property.

Before the administration may sell school property, the Board must declare the property to no longer be needed for school purposes.  The Board follows the procedures set forth in State law for the disposal of real or personal property at the minimum dollar value set forth in the statute on the date the Board decides to dispose of the property.  The Board is first required to sell its real property to start-up community schools operating in the District.  If the community school is not interested in buying the property, the Board can sell its real or personal property at a public auction and follow specific statutory requirements if the property exceeds $10,000 in value.  If this amount is changed by the legislature, the Board and administration’s responsibility changes automatically to reflect the new minimum statutory dollar value.

The Board directs the periodic review of all District property and authorizes the disposition by sale, donation, trade or discard of any property not required for school purposes.

The District complies with State law regarding the sale or lease of unused District property to community schools.

Disposal of Property Valued at Less Than the Dollar Value Set Forth in State Law

For the disposal of property, which is not governed by the Ohio Revised Code or administrative regulations, the administration is required to follow these procedures:


1.
The Superintendent determines that the value of the property is less than the value set forth in State law.  The property is valued pursuant to a reasonable method as determined by the Superintendent.


2.
The Board is notified when real or personal property is no longer needed for school purposes and directs that the property be sold.
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3.
The Superintendent sells the property to a start-up community school or by bids, general sale, negotiated sale or by trade as determined by the Superintendent or the Board on an individual basis.

[Adoption date:]

LEGAL REFS.:
ORC
131.09



3313.17; 3313.37; 3313.40; 3313.41; 3313.411


3314.051

CROSS REF.:
FL, Retirement of Facilities

   Note:
School district are required to offer real property suitable for classroom space for sale to start up community schools in the district, if the district has not used the property for academic instruction, administration, storage or any other educational purpose for one school year and has not adopted a plan for using that property for any of those purposes within the next three school years.


House Bill (HB) 153 (Budget Bill) makes changes to the property disposal requirements regarding community schools.  First, HB 153 removes the requirement that real property be suitable for use as a classroom space in order for the districts to be required to offer it to a community school within the district prior to selling it under other applicable law. 


If the district decides to dispose of real property that exceed $10,000 in value, the district must first offer to sell it to community schools within the district for fair market value.  If more than one community school accepts the offer within 60 days, the district will sell it to the community school whose offer was received first in time.  If no community schools accept the offer within 60 days, the district may dispose of the real property in compliance with State law.


HB 153 adds new requirements in regards to “unused school facilities.”  Unused school facilities are facilities which have been used by the district for school operations since July 1, 1998, but have not been used in that capacity for two years. Districts must offer these facilities to community school within the district for sale or lease.
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If, within 60 days, a community school accepts the offer for sale, the district must sell the real property to the community school for fair market value.  If, within 60 days, more than one community school accepts the offer for sale, the district must hold a public auction for the real property, but it is important to note that the district is not required to accept a bid for less than the fair market value of the property.


If, within 60 days, a community school accepts the offer to lease the real property, the district must lease to the community school for the fair market value of a lease on the real property.  If, within 60 days, two or more community schools within the district send a written intention to lease the property, the district must conduct a lottery to determine which community school to award the lease to.  It is also important to note that districts that have outstanding leases with entities other than community schools may renew those leases, and nothing in the statute affects current lease agreements between the district and that other entity. 


If, within 60 days, no community school accepts the offer to lease or buy the property, the district may offer it to any other entity, in accordance with State law.
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EMERGENCY CLOSINGS

The Superintendent may close the schools, dismiss students early or delay the opening of schools in the event of hazardous weather or other emergencies which threaten the safety or health of students or staff members.  It is understood that the Superintendent takes such action only after consultation with transportation and weather authorities.

In the event that the Superintendent/designee shortens the school day by no more than two hours due to hazardous weather, either at the beginning or the end of the given school day, that day will not be designated a calamity day.

Parents, students and staff members are informed early in each school year of the method of notification in the event of emergency closings or early dismissals.

Prior to September 1 of each year, the Board adopts a resolution specifying a contingency plan under which the students make up days the schools were closed because of calamity days.  These make-up days are beyond the number of calamity days provided for by law.

The contingency plan cannot in any way conflict with the collective bargaining agreement.

(permissive language)
The District may make up calamity days by increasing the length of one or more school days in increments of one-half hour.

(optional language)

The District may choose to make-up a maximum of three days via online lessons and/or blizzard bags. 

[Adoption date:]

LEGAL REFS.:
ORC
3313.48; 3313.481; 3313.482; 3313.88


3317.01


OAC
3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.:
EBC, Emergency/Safety Plans


ID, School Day

CONTRACT REFS.:
Teachers’ Negotiated Agreement


Support Staff Negotiated Agreement  
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     NOTE:
State law defines a calamity as:


1.
a disease epidemic;


2.
hazardous weather conditions;


3.
inoperability of school buses or other necessary equipment;


4.
damage to a school building or


5.
other temporary circumstances because of a utility failure that renders a 



building unfit for use.


House Bill (HB) 36 of 2011 does two things. First, the bill restores the two calamity days lost under HB 1 of 2009 back to the previous five calamity days. Second, the bill permits school districts to make up the five days covered by its contingency plan by lengthening the remaining days in the school year in half-hour increments. The old provision of law permitted school districts to make up days in half-hour increments beyond those covered in their contingency plans.

House Bill (HB) 153 (Budget Bill) of 2011 gives districts the option of allowing students to makeup a maximum of three days via online lessons and/or blizzard bags. Policy language is not required, however, if a District chooses to participate in the program, it may want to consider adding optional policy language as well as regulation language setting forth what is required to be in the District’s plan that is submitted to ODE. The actual plan should not be included in the Board policy manual, but regulation language setting forth what must be included in the plan may be useful for informational purposes. 


THIS IS A REQUIRED POLICY
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RETIREMENT OF FACILITIES

When a school building becomes inadequate due to age, condition, size of site, lack of need or other overriding limitations and cannot reasonably and economically be brought up to current educational standards, the building is considered for a comprehensive closing study.  The Superintendent recommends to the Board, which facilities appear to justify further analysis.

The Board may seek both professional advice and advice from the community prior to taking action to retire any school facility.  The Board may consider the following factors:


1.
age and current physical condition of the facility, its operating systems and program;


2.
adequacy of site, location, access, surrounding development, traffic patterns and other environmental conditions;


3.
re-assignment of students, including alternative plans, according to Board policy;


4.
transportation factors, including number of students bused, time, distance and safety;


5.
alternative uses of buildings;


6.
cost/savings (e.g., personnel, plant operations, transportation, capital investment and alternative use) and 


7.
continuity of instructional and community programs.

If the Board determines to close a school, it first considers other uses of the building before considering its sale.  The historic value of any building is also considered by the Board.  The Board also considers the building’s historical value.  In such cases, it the Board may take special action to provide for its preservation.

[Adoption date:]

LEGAL REFS.:
ORC
3313.41; 3313.411; 3313.49



3318.02; 3318.03

CROSS REFS.:
ABA, Community Involvement in Decision Making (Also KC)


BCF, Advisory Committees to the Board


BCH, Consultants to the Board


DN, School Properties Disposal
File:  IB
ACADEMIC FREEDOM

Public education in a pluralistic society must strive to present, as objectively as possible, varied events, activities and perceptions reflected in history, literature and other sources of humanity’s thought and expression.  A major goal of education in a free society is to develop persons who can think critically, understand their culture, live compassionately with others, make sound decisions and live with the consequences of their judgment.  Because points of view differ and biases exist, students must have access to materials, which express this diversity of perspective.

It is the responsibility of the teacher to make certain that such access to materials presenting various sides of an issue is available.  Teachers must take into account the age and relative maturity of their students and the need for guidance and help in studying issues and arriving at balanced views.  All instruction conforms to state academic content standards and adopted courses of study.
The right of teachers to teach certain subjects or to employ certain teaching methods may be restricted by the Board where such subjects or methods are deemed by the Board and/or District administrators to be educationally unsound, inappropriate for the age or majority level of the students, or irrelevant to any valid educational objective.  All instruction must conform to state academic content standards and the District’s adopted courses of study.  The right to free speech protected by the First Amendment does not extend to the in-class curricular speech of teachers made pursuant to their official duties.  Accordingly, teacher speech in the classroom may be subject to reasonable controls as to appropriateness.
The principal of academic freedom presupposes intellectual honesty on the part of the person who exercises it and that he/she can and will discriminate among facts relating to an issue.  In expressing a personal opinion, a teacher makes it known to students that the view is his/her own and does not attempt to bring students to a commitment to that personal viewpoint.
[Adoption date:]

CROSS REFS.:
AC, Nondiscrimination


EDE, Computer/Online Services (Acceptable Use and Internet Safety)


INB, Teaching About Controversial Issues


JB, Equal Educational Opportunities


CONTRACT REF.:
Teachers’ Negotiated Agreement

     NOTE:
THIS IS A REQUIRED POLICY
File:  INB

TEACHING ABOUT CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES

In the study of controversial issues, students have four rights which recognize the right to:


1.
study any controversial issue which has political, economic or social significance and concern;


2.
have free access to all appropriate information, including materials which circulate freely in the community;


3.
study under competent instruction in an atmosphere free from bias and prejudice and


4.
form and express their own opinions on controversial issues without jeopardizing relations with teachers or the school.

The study of controversial issues should be objective and scholarly with minimum of emphasis on opinion.  The teacher must approach controversial issues in the classroom in an impartial and objective manner and must refrain from using classroom privileges and prestige to promote a partisan point of view.

Teachers determine the appropriateness of certain issues for consideration using the following criteria.


1.
Treatment of the issue in question must be within the range, knowledge, maturity and competence of the students.


2.
There should be study materials and other learning aids available from which a reasonable extent of data pertaining to all aspects of the issue can be obtained.


3.
The issue should receive only as much time as is needed to consider it adequately.


4.
The issue should be current, significant and relevant to the students and the teacher.  

A teacher who is in doubt about the advisability of discussing certain issues in the classroom shall confer with the principal concerning the appropriateness of doing so.  If discussion of an issue is not approved by the building principal, the teacher may refer the issue to the Superintendent.

If parents desire that their child be excused from participation in discussion of such material, arrangements are made to respect that request.
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[Adoption date:]

LEGAL REFS.:
ORC
2907.31


OAC
3301-35-04

CROSS REFS.:
IB, Academic Freedom


KLB, Public Complaints About the Curriculum or Instructional Materials
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ANIMALS IN THE SCHOOLS

Recognizing there are many tools that can be used to provide a variety of productive learning experiences for students, the Board supports the concept of using animals as an educational tool. 

Prior to any use of animals in the schools, the administration should contact appropriate organizations or authorities regarding resource materials and suggested learning activities that may be available to help students increase their understanding of the animal world.  

All animal use in school buildings is consistent with health and safety policies established by the District. The administration is responsible for developing regulations for the care and control of the animals.

Service Animals

In compliance with Federal law, the Board permits the use of service animals in the schools for those individuals with qualified disabilities.

[Adoption date:]

LEGAL REFS.:
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; 20 USC 1400 et seq.


Rehabilitation Act of 1973; 29 USC 794


Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008; 42 USC 12101 et seq.


28 CFR 35.136(d)


ORC
Chapter 3323



Chapter 4112

CROSS REFS.:
AC, Nondiscrimination


ACB, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability


EBC, Emergency/Safety Plan


JFG, Interrogations and Searches


NOTE: Although the Americans with Disabilities Act restricts school districts from being responsible for the care of service animals, such as providing food or water, or for taking the animals on walks or restroom breaks, this task should be considered carefully prior to the district refusing to provide such services. 
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Service animals can perform a wide variety of functions, including guiding persons who are blind or have low vision; alerting individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing to sounds; warning persons about impending seizures or other medical conditions; performing a variety of tasks for persons with psychiatric disabilities; and picking up items, opening doors, flipping switches, providing physical support and pulling wheelchairs for individuals with mobility disabilities.


The right to bring a service animal in the school is not and should not become a special education issue, and should not, in most circumstances become part of the IEP. 


Although in most cases service animals are dogs, there are rare occasions where miniature horses may qualify as a service animal.  
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ANIMALS IN THE SCHOOLS

Prior to bringing any animal(s) into the schools, other than service animals, the building principal approves the use of the animal(s) for teaching or training of students in accordance with the following regulations.


1. 
Nonhuman primates, rabies vector species (including raccoons, bats, skunks, coyotes or foxes), wolves or wolf-dog hybrids, aggressive or unpredictable animals, stray animals with unknown health and vaccination history, venomous or toxin-producing spiders, insects, reptiles and amphibians, dogs, cats and ferrets that are under 16 weeks of age and dogs, cats or ferrets that are not current on rabies vaccinations are not permitted in the school building under any circumstances. 


2. 
Ferrets, reptiles, amphibians, chicks, ducklings and hatching eggs are not permitted in classrooms with children under five years of age. 


3. 
Students may not bring personal pets to school at any time, for any purpose. 


4. 
In addition to all other requirements in this policy, it is permissible for the class to have one or more animals as classroom pets under the following conditions: 


A.
no one is allergic to the animal;


B. 
proper examinations and immunizations have been given by a veterinarian;


C. 
arrangements have been made for housing the animal safely, comfortably, cleanly and in a manner that does not disrupt the classroom environment;


D. 
arrangements have been made for the proper care of the animal when school is not in session and


E.
rules have been established for the handling and treatment of the animal.


5. 
When live animals are used as part of a study, prior approval of the building principal is required and the following rules apply:


A.
a science teacher or other qualified adult supervisor assumes primary responsibility for the purposes and conditions of the study;


B.
studies involving animals have clearly defined objectives;


C.
all animals used in the studies must be acquired in accordance with law;
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D.
the comfort of the animal used in the study is highly regarded and


E.
when animals are kept on school premises over weekends or vacation periods, adequate housing is provided and a qualified individual is assigned care and feeding responsibilities.


6. 
When animals are used as part of an experiment, such as dissection in a science course, the building principal/designee notifies parents so that individuals who find such activity unpleasant or objectionable may be given a different assignment.


7. 
Animal cages and containers are equipped with properly fitting lids and are free from excessive accumulation of animal waste. 


8. 
Hand washing facilities are available and immediately used when animals are handled. 


9. 
Animals are not permitted to roam in the school building, except for therapy animals or animals used for other human assistance. 


10. 
Animals are not permitted on surfaces where food or drink is prepared or consumed. 


11. 
All animal feed is tightly sealed and labeled in containers separate from human food. 

In compliance with Federal law, the Board permits the use of service animals in the schools for those individuals with qualified disabilities.  Service animals must:


1.
be on a harness, leash or other tether or be under the control of the handler either through voice commands, signals or other means;


2.
be housebroken and


3.
be up-to-date on vaccinations.
In the rare case the animal is aggressive or disruptive and not housebroken, the school may exclude the animal,. 

(Approval date:)
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SCHOOL ADMISSION

The District provides free education to District residents between the ages of five through 21 who do not possess a diploma.  Students who do not legally qualify as residents may be required to pay tuition as established by law and Board policy.

A student is considered a resident of the District if he/she resides with a parent, a grandparent with either power of attorney or caretaker authorization affidavit or a person or government agency with legal custody whose place of residence is within the boundaries of the District.  Parents may be required to present legal proofs of residence

New entrants at all grade levels are required to present at the time of enrollment a birth certificate or other document as evidence of birth, a certified copy of any child custody order or decree, proof of having received or being in the process of receiving required immunizations and copies of those records pertaining to him/her which are maintained by the school most recently attended.

In addition, students released from the Department of Youth Services (DYS) just prior to requesting admission to the District, may not be admitted until the Superintendent has received all required documents provided by DYS.  Forwarded documents are:


1.
an updated copy of the student’s transcript;


2.
a report of the student’s behavior in school while in DYS custody;


3.
the student’s current individualized education program (IEP), if developed, and


4.
a summary of the institutional record of the student’s behavior.

DYS has 14 days to send the documents to the Superintendent.

[Adoption date:]

LEGAL REFS.:
ORC
2152.18(D)(4)



3109.52; 3109.53; 3109.65; 3109.66



3313.48; 3313.64; 3313.67; 3313.671; 3313.672



3317.08



3321.01


OAC
3301-35-04(F)

1 of 2






File:  JEC

CROSS REFS.:
AFI, Evaluation of Educational Resources


IGBA, Programs for Students with Disabilities


JECB, Admission of Nonresident Students


JEE, Student Attendance Accounting (Missing and Absent Children)


JHCA, Physical Examinations of Students


JHCB, Immunizations


JO, Student Records

NOTE:
Use this category for statements covering all school admissions.  Statements on exceptions to general residency requirements, tuition charges for nonresident students, admission of students from neighboring districts on a transfer basis, etc., should be filed under the appropriate subcategory of code JEC.


For purposes of determining a student's "residence," the term "parent" is defined by law as"... either parent, unless the parents are separated or divorced, in which case 'parent' means the parent with legal custody of the child.  If neither parent has legal custody of the child, 'parent' means the person or agency with legal custody or permanent custody..." See policy JECB, Admission of Nonresident Students, for related statements.
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ADMISSION OF HOMELESS STUDENTS

The Board believes that all school-aged students, including homeless students, have a basic right to equal educational opportunities.  Accordingly, the District must enroll each homeless student in the District in the school determined to be in the student’s best interest.  A homeless student is defined as an individual who lacks fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence including:


1.
a "doubling up" or sharing the housing with another family due to loss of housing, economic hardship or a similar reason;


2.
living in a motel, hotel, trailer park or campground due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations;


3.
living in emergency or transitional shelters;


4.
abandonment in hospitals;


5.
awaiting foster care placement;


6.
a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;


7.
living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations or similar settings and


8.
migratory students.

In compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the District must make school placement determinations on the basis of the best interest of the student.  To the extent feasible, homeless students are kept in the school of origin unless doing so is contrary to the wishes of the student's parent or guardian.

To the extent feasible, the District complies with a request made by a parent(s) regarding school placement regardless of whether the student lives with the homeless parent(s) or is temporarily residing elsewhere.

The Board ensures that:


1.
it reviews and revises Board policies and regulations to eliminate barriers to the enrollment, retention and success in school of homeless students;


2.
the District does not segregate homeless students into separate schools or separate programs within a school based on the student's status as homeless;

1 of 2






File:  JECAA


3.
it appoints a District liaison who ensures that homeless students enroll and succeed in school and


4.
homeless students are provided with education, nutrition and transportation services that are at least comparable to the services provided to nonhomeless students.

The liaison ensures compliance with the subgrant and coordinates services for homeless students with local social service agencies and programs, including those funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act.

A student who ceases to be homeless may continue to receive services until the end of the period of time for which the service was originally intended to be provided, which may be the end of the school year or the end of a program cycle.

The District complies with the Ohio Department of Education’s Plan and State and Federal laws for the education of homeless students.

[Adoption date:]

LEGAL REFS.:
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.


42 USC Sections 11431 et seq.


ORC
9.60 through 9.62



3313.64(F)(13)


OAC
3301-35-02; 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.:
AC, Nondiscrimination


JB, Equal Educational Opportunities

     NOTE:
All school districts that are direct recipients of federal funds are required to have a board policy on the admission of homeless students.  In addition, administrators must:


1.
provide documentation/evidence of communication disseminated/posted by the district;


2.
identify a Homeless Coordinator in the CCIP Address Book;


3.
provide evidence of program/information provided to staff regarding the specific needs of homeless students and


4.
establish a dispute resolution procedure.

THIS IS A REQUIRED POLICY
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ADMISSION OF STUDENTS

FROM NONCHARTERED OR HOME SCHOOLING

Students seeking admission into the District’s schools who have been enrolled in nonchartered schools or home schooling programs may be required to take competency examinations.  The purpose of these examinations is to determine the proper grade placement for these students.

In making a placement decision, the Superintendent may consider:


1.
the student’s most recent annual academic assessment report;


2.
whether to require the student to take any or all of the nationally normed, standardized achievement tests that are regularly scheduled for District students of similar age and


3.
other evaluation information that may include interviews with the student and the parent.

(select one of the following four paragraphs)

Home schooled students need not be enrolled in the District in order to participate in cocurricular or extracurricular activities.

Home schooled students must be enrolled in the District in order to participate in cocurricular and extracurricular activities.

Home schooled students must be enrolled in the District on a full-time basis in order to participate in cocurricular and extracurricular activities.  Full-time enrollment is defined as 


 courses/classes/credit hours/Carnegie units per semester.

Home schooled students must be enrolled in the District on a part-time basis in order to participate in cocurricular and extracurricular activities.  Part-time enrollment is defined as 


 courses/classes/credit hours/Carnegie units per semester.

(optional language)

Home schooled students must be enrolled in the District for a minimum of 
 courses/classes/credit hours/Carnegie units in order to be selected as valedictorian or salutatorian for graduation purposes.

[Adoption date:]
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LEGAL REF.:
OAC
3301-34-06

CROSS REFS.:
IGBG, Home-Bound Instruction


IGCF, Home Instruction 


IGD, Cocurricular and Extracurricular Activities
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE ACCOUNTING

(Missing and Absent Children)

The Board believes in the importance of trying to decrease the number of missing children; therefore, efforts are made to identify missing children and to notify the proper adults or agencies.

At the time of initial entry into school, a student shall present to the person in charge of admission an official copy of a birth certificate and copies of those records pertaining to him/her which were maintained by the school which he/she most recently attended.  In lieu of a birth certificate, birth documentation may include: 


1.
a passport or attested transcript thereof filed with a registrar of passports at a point of entry of the United States showing the date and place of birth of the child; 


2.
an attested transcript of the certificate of birth; 


3.
an attested transcript of the certificate of baptism or other religious record showing the date and place of birth of the child; 


4.
an attested transcript of a hospital record showing the date and place of birth of the child or 


5.
a birth affidavit.

If the student does not present copies of the required documents, the principal shall call the school from which the student transferred and request the information.  If that district has no record on file of the student or if that district does not send the records within 14 days, the principal shall notify the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction in the area where the student resides of the possibility that the student might be a missing child.

The primary responsibility for supervision of a student resides with his/her parent(s).  The staff provides as much assistance as is reasonable to parents with this responsibility.

Parents must notify the school on the day a student is absent unless previous notification has been given in accordance with school procedure for excused absences.  The principal or his/her designee is also required to notify a student’s parent(s) when the student is absent from school.  The parent(s) or other responsible person shall be notified by telephone or written notice, which is mailed on the same day that the student is absent.  Parents or other responsible persons shall provide the school with their current home and/or work telephone numbers, home addresses and any emergency telephone numbers.
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The Board shall designate the Superintendent to develop informational programs for students, parents and community members relative to the subject of missing children.

[Adoption date:]

LEGAL REFS.:
ORC
109.65



2901.30



3313.205; 3313.672; 3313.96



3319.321; 3319.322



3321.12



3705.05

CROSS REFS.:
JEC, School Admission


JECAA, Admission of Homeless Students


JED, Student Absences and Excuses


JEDB, Student Dismissal Precautions


JHF, Student Safety

     NOTE:
In developing your own policy and complying with the spirit of the law, you may want to consider the following:


-
notification to the parents may be made by telephone or written communication, or both


-
the policy may require notification on the day the child is absent, although the law does not so require


-
the district may wish to accept a telephone call from a parent as sufficient notification or the policy may require the call to the parent be placed by the school


-
the policy may require notification for partial, rather than all-day absences


-
procedures developed to implement this policy may consider admittance of a student lacking records into the school followed by notification of law enforcement officials rather than refusing entrance and notification of authorities.  Such a procedure may reduce the risk of removal of the student from the area


-
building administrators should be consulted during the development of this policy and any related regulations


-
materials for informational programs may be obtained from the State Department of Education
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-
O.R.C. 3313.96 authorizes school districts to develop a voluntary student-fingerprinting program in conjunction with local law enforcement agencies


-
O.R.C. 3319.322 requires school principal to request any person authorized to take student photographs to provide a wallet size photograph of each student for inclusion in his  file.



Each school district should make the own decision as to what best suits the needs of their particular district.


THIS IS A REQUIRED POLICY
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